
July 26, 2026 - 9:30AM 

“The Prayer: Virtue Signaling” 
 Worship with us in-person or online. Live-Streaming on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/fairfieldstmarks and on YouTube 

SMUMC Website https://www.fairfieldstmarks.com/live-stream/ 



 WELCOME/GREETING/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
PRELUDE: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” UMH 349 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, come to me and I 
will give you rest.  
Take the yoke I give you. Put it on your shoulders and 
learn from me. 
I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest.  
This yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light. Amen! 
 
 
*OPENING HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   UMH 526 
 
 
*OPENING PRAYER 
We gather this morning in the name of the creator, who 
creates time and space, galaxies stars and planets; in the 
name of Jesus Christ, born on planet Earth; and in the name of 
the Spirit, who fills Earth with his presence. Creator God, in 
this time we call “now” and in this space we call “here” we 
worship you. Make your presence felt amongst us. Amen. 
 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! We’re so glad you’re here! 
To help us stay connected, please complete the Attendance Pad located in each pew and 

pass it along. When it reaches the end, kindly return it to its place and take  
a moment to greet those around you.  

Do you have a prayer request? 
Prayer Cards can be found in the pew racks. If you would like your request shared during our 
prayer time, please complete a card and place it in the collection during the opening hymn. 

A few helpful notes for worship today: 
An (*) invites you to rise as you are able, in body and/or spirit. Congregational responses are 

printed in BOLD and projected. Our ushers are here to assist you with any questions. 
We are blessed to worship together today! 



OFFERING MOMENT    
Offertory 

 
 
HYMN: “Sweet Hour of Prayer”  UMH 496 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:5-8 
SERMON TITLE: “The Prayer: Virtue Signaling”      Pastor Mark 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN: “Standing on the Promises”  UMH 374 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 
*CLOSING SONG: “Chorus of God Bless America”   
 
 
*POSTLUDE:                             Sue Combs 
 



07/19 Don Kemen is at Jamestown for rehab and recovering from surgery 
 that was on July 14. 
07/19 Brenda Smoot to come home with home health services. Continued 
 prayers of healing and recovery process after having hip surgery. 
07/19 Our daughter and her family as they navigate the challenges of job 
 loss, seek new employment, and care for the needs of their young 
 family.  
07/19 Becky’s broken foot. 
07/19 Jennie Marshall’s dad, Glenn Mason, as he recovers from hernia 
 surgery this past week. 
07/12 Continued prayers for Tabitha and Ken Walls and family. 
07/12 Debbie Hale-White having tests done. 
07/05 JOY! Sister, Tari, last CT showed improvement in lungs! 
07/05 Ron & Becky Hamblin’s special friend, Bev Tate as she faces surgery. 
07/05 Cousin, Lisa, a young mother whose cancer has returned. 
07/05 Cathy Baker and family as they struggle with Cathy’s recurrence of 
 cancer. 
06/28 Son-in-law, Donald, who is having a heart procedure. 
06/28 Ann Brabbs sister-in-law, Maureen Brabbs who has dementia & 
 having a very difficult time. 
06/21 Prayers for Holly Hollandsworth, age 15, as she courageously begins 
 her battle with sarcoma. May she be surrounded by strength, 
 comfort, and healing. From Linda Thomas 
06/21 Sharon Hamp as she prepares for two heart surgeries within the next 
 three months. 
06/21 Continue to pray for Kayla Goodman and the Goodman Family. Kayla 
 is home and working through the recovery. 
06/21 For son who has Parkinson's. 
 
 
 

Prayers and joys are listed for up to four weeks. After that time, ongoing 
concerns will be included in the “Continued Prayers” section.  

PRAYER CONCERNS & JOYS 



St. Mark’s Homebound: 
Janice Chaney 
Bob Klingel (Westover) 
Nancy Lewis (Berkeley) 
Flo Moore (Berkeley Square) 
Eleanor McCollum 

Zedith Pottenger (Storypoint) 
Jean Stivers 
Virginia Shaw 
Paul Schutte 
Peggy Wyatt 

Continued Prayers: Please help us keep this list current by emailing 
or calling the church office with updates, L.bucalo@fairfieldstmarks.com 
or call 513.844.1818. 

For Pastor Mark and Diana Gregory 
All Service Men & Women 
Our World, Nation, and Communities 
First Responders 
United Methodist Church 
Prayer & Bible Study Groups 
For the sick and/or homeless 
Don Ault (Jamestown) 
Shirley Aydlett 
Ann Brabbs 
Arvilla Brinkmeyer 
Helen Brown 
Kathy Bradley 
Patty Coyle 
Shirley Grant 
Kayla Goodman 
Sharon Hamp 
Lois Hill 

Anne Hennen 
Iris Jones &  Family 
Cliff Klug 
Don Kemen 
Mary Lou Knau 
June Niederman 
Tomie O’Sullivan 
Belinda Peters 
Lori Palmieri (P. Coyle’s daughter) 
Linda Prohaska 
Brenda Smoot 
Elaine Shreve 
Ken Weedman 
Parkside Residents 



ST. MARK’S WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Check out our online calendar: fairfieldstmarks.com/calendar 

TODAY, 07/26 
 9:30 am Worship in sanctuary and livestreaming 
  GLOW, nursery open for infants—age 3 
MONDAY, 07/27 
   10:00 am Gale Logan’s Celebration of Life Memorial 
TUESDAY, 07/28 
   12:00 pm Lunch Bunch 
WEDNESDAY, 07/29 
 7:30 am Men’s Prayer Group 
THURSDAY, 07/30 
 7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous 
FRIDAY, 07/31 
SATURDAY, 08/01 
SUNDAY, 08/02 Holy Communion Sunday 
 9:30 am Holy Communion & Worship in sanctuary and livestreaming 
  NO GLOW, nursery open for infants—age 3 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JULY/AUGUST  MISSIONS: FILL A BACKPACK—FUEL A FUTURE 
A backpack filled with school supplies is more than just pencils and notebooks—it gives a child 
confidence as they begin a new school year. Throughout July & August, we are collecting supplies 
for children in the Fairfield City School District. School starts August 14, and your generosity will 
help students begin the year ready to learn. Every donation makes a difference. Thank you for 
sharing Christ's love in a practical way! Needed Supplies: Headphones or earbuds (not wireless); 
Standard Crayola Crayons (24 count); Crayola Washable Markers (8–10 count); Colored Pencils 
(8–10 count); 1" or 1½" binders; Spiral notebooks; Composition notebooks; Tissue boxes; Water 
bottles; #2 pencils with erasers; Low-odor dry erase markers; Two-pocket folders with fasteners 
(red, blue, green, or yellow) Also needed: New boys & girls underwear (4T and up), New boys & 
girls socks, and Kids Shoes (sizes 5,6,7, and 8). 
 
JULY, PICKLEBALL WITH THE PASTOR, HARBIN PARK, 6:30PM 
Join us any time on the pickleball court! We’ll meet at Harbin Park for an evening of fun, laughter, 
fellowship, and friendly games. All skill levels are welcome and we have extra paddles.  
 
JULY 28, TUESDAY, LUNCH BUNCH 12:00-2:00PM 
Enjoy a friendly time of food, conversation, and fellowship where everyone is welcome! Our next 
gathering is the Back Porch: 9626 Princeton Glendale Road, West Chester Township, OH 
45011. For more information and to  reserve your seat by July 26— Sue Beckett. 
 
AUGUST 2, SUNDAY, LOIS HILL 95th CELEBRATION PARTY, 10:30AM 
YOU ARE INVITED to have a lunch immediately following church service in Fellowship Hall. This 
is how Lois Hill wishes to celebrate her 95th birthday; to honor of her family and her St. Mark’s 
church family. “Come one-Come all!”. Please no gifts or cards. Just come and enjoy fellowship! 
See you then. 
 
AUGUST 22, SATURDAY, MATTHEW 25, 9:00-11:00AM 
Volunteer and sign up at the Narthex bulletin board. Contact Lynne Schumacker for more 
information. 



 
AUGUST 30, 5TH SUNDAY POTLUCK IN FELLOWSHIP HALL, 10:30AM 
Join us following worship in Fellowship Hall. The meat will be provided — just bring a side dish, 
casserole, or dessert to share. It’s a wonderful chance to slow down, enjoy good food, and spend 
time together around the table while connecting as a church family. Contact  Pam Guynes. The 
sign up sheet will be at the Welcome counter soon.  

ALTAR FLOWERS: JULY 26 

In Memory of Norma Jean Cottrill birthday with love from Sue Cottrill 



St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
4601 Fairfield Ave., Fairfield, OH 45014, phone:(513)844-1818 

www.Fairfieldstmarks.com 
SOCIAL MEDIA: www.Facebook.com/fairfieldstmarks 

facebook.com/groups/fairfieldstmarks 
facebook.com/groups/stmarkschildrenfamily 
WIFI: StMarks Guest—PW: HelloFairfield 


